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that the " finger of God was thbre," became henceforth the great champion
of the devotion that was to animate the faithful throughout the world.
He preached it in the Chapel-Royal, London, after going there in 1675
as Chaplain to the Duchess of York (later Queen Mary of Modena), and he
spread a knowledge of it among the Catholics of England. The good
Father was imprisoned during the Titus Gates Plot (1678), but after his
return to Paray, the zealous priest continued till his holy death in February,
1683, to discourse on the devotion, and to explain everywhere its meaning
and import.
The veneration of the Sacred Heart of course is not a new cult. It is
a form of devotion to Our Lord's Sacred Humanity remounting back to
the first ages of the Church.1 The Heart of Our Saviour as the symbol of
His love for us, is adored "not as mere flesh, but as intimately united to the
Divinity," to quote the well-known passage in the Bull of Pius VI Auctorem
Fidei (28 Aug. 1794), vindicating the practice against the Jensenists. The
powerful example and preaching of Fr. Colombi&re and the gradual
comprehension of the true meaning of devotion to the Sacred Heart, soon
made converts in the Convent of Paray. When Mfere Mary Melin
succeeded M&re Greyfte as Superioress, she appointed Sceur Margaret
Mary her Assistant, and from this time all misunderstanding and opposition
seemed to have ceased. The new Superioress, though the funds of the
house were far from flourishing, built a Chapel in honour of the Sacred
Heart, and its ceremonious opening on 7th September, 1688, helped to
make the devotion known still more. In fact, by this time, the cult had
wrought a great improvement in the Convent. Fervour had taken the
place of tepidity, and a spirit of ardent charity that of suspicion and
censoriousness. This happy change preceded Sister Margaret Mary's
death by a few years, but her own end was marked by those interior trials
which so often accompany the passing of Holy Souls. On the 8th of
October, 1690, she was compelled to go to bed, and though her medical
attendant, Dr Billet, did not see anything in her case to cause undue
alarm, yet she felt that death was actually near, and asked for, and received,
holy Viaticum, During these days of her illness, she was much disturbed
by the terrors of the Divine Judgment, but after receiving Communion, the
fears in question passed away, or rather were succeeded by a holy serenity
and confidence in God which remained with her till the end. The wonder-
ful Nun of Paray-le-Monial died between seven and eight o'clock on the
evening of I7th October, 1690, just after repeating the holy name of Jesus.
A kind of halo shone round her features while those in the room, and the
crowds in the street exclaimed: " the Saint is dead! The Saint of the
Holy Maries is dead! " Her sanctity and indeed her whole life had been
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